
Vocation committee meeting 
February 27, 2014 
9:15am 
  
Attendance: Deacon Charlie, Marie, Frank Weber and Ralph 
Discussions: 
1...Ralph read the previous meeting minutes of January 29, 2014. 
2...Ralph was to check on his conflict with the next meeting scheduled for April 17, 2014. After 
looking at my calendar I will not be available on that date since we will be on a cruise over that 
time. Since all have all of the Thursdays open in April, I would like to suggest April 3, 2014 as 
our next meeting date. I am committed to the 2nd Thursday of every month to our Respite 
Care Ministry so it would need to be on the 3rd. I hope this is fine with all. Please respond to the 
group. 
3...Marie gave an overview on the youth of the religious education program. Some of the 
problems: a) many of the children don't know the basic prayers, b) there appears to be a 
language barrier at the parent level maybe not understanding what the programs entail, c) 
There seems to be a present movement by parents to "shop Confirmation" with other churches, 
seeking to have their children confirmed quicker rather than waiting and learning in the parish 
that they are enrolled. Marie believes that in many small churches with a low number of kids, it 
should be explored to have confirmation scheduled for every other year. Obviously this is 
something that would need to be discussed at a level beyond this committee. 
4...We had a discussion as to how we could, as a committee, energize the youth to want to be 
part of youth programs. Game night (Wii bowling, Wii golf, etc) as a suggestion. The kids could 
invite friends to become part of the festivities and expose them to what our programs are all 
about. Include in the programs, food such as pizza, wings etc. We could create a flyer to 
promote these kind of activities and hand out at all masses, mail to homes, include in bulletin or 
however it may be appropriate. 
5...Since we have a young man discerning to the priesthood that we have been in contact with, 
it is the idea of this committee to hopefully involve him with our parish. We understand that our 
idea needs the approval and guidance of our Pastor and the Diocesan office. Since Francisco is 
in his first year of the seminary, Ralph will contact Father Torres of the Orlando office and find 
out if this is permissible. Should it be acceptable then we need to sit with Father David 
and secure his thoughts as to how to proceed. The target time is over Grandparents Sunday 
and Vocation week later in the fall of the year. Ralph will follow up and bring all up to speed with 
any and all communications with Father Torres ASAP. 
6...Another thought that we need to explore is finding out if there any seminarian candidates that 
are closer to our parish that we might include in future programs. We as a committee believe 
that this program could be partnered with the Parish of St Vincent De Paul in Wildwood. 
7...Going forward we could include a seminarian internship at these parishes, over a 
summer, as part of the ongoing support program. Needless to say, and in order to continue 
down this path, we would need the blessing of our Pastor Father David. 
8...The Diocesan Vocation Workshop is scheduled for March 29, 2014 at St Margaret Mary 
parish in Winter Park. The plan of this committee is, for all or some, to attend and see if we 
could meet with Father Torres after the program to follow up. 
  
I believe this to be an accurate synopsis of what had been discussed. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ralph Cardinale, 
Committee member 
  
 


